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DC COMICS INC. 
(656 Filth Avenue, New York, NY 10103, 


Dear John, Kim, Dan, and Bob, 
Out with the old, in with the new. It 
seeme that every year now, the Squad 
a revolutionary change 
End 1900 will be no exception. Iaeue 
#37 definitely concluded oneera of the 
‘Squad and set the stage for a new one 
to begin. The freshness and vitality of 
the Suicide Squad’s ever-changing 
roster and original stories have 
always been this series’ greatest 
attractions for me. That, and the fact 
that this book allows you to wreak 
havoc with the most obscure villains, 
each of whom has the potential tobea 
fantastic character if given a chance 
to shine. Never before would youhave 
with the 


however, I fel for them asifthey were 

people—and I always look 
Sethe & sud naw netieamae 
tered in. 

The revelation of the “Who is the 
Mad Pie-Thrower” plot surprised me, 
quite frankly. I was almost positive it 
was Ravan. I'm glad it turned out to 
be Boomerang for two reasons. One: it 
bet @ plausible epaneticn of the 

caper, completely in character 

for T Digger. Two: it served as the 
catalyst for his exit, which Isincerely 
appreciate. You've done a lot with the 
over the past three dozen 

issues and I feel it’s time to givehima 
rest and concentrate on the other 


particularly, 
attention. i dlowe fie yout eines 
their heads to see what makes them 
tick. 
Finally, I know I harp on concen- 
gating on the newest members, but 
on what's become of a 
few few of the ex-members of the Squad 
would be nice. Let’s have updates on 
June Moone, Nemesis, and Ifrit. Also, 
how about having Manhunter join up, 
now that his book is soon to get the 
axe? He'd bea great addition, and his 
scenes with Amanda would alone be 


worth the price of the book. 
David J. Harrington 
255 C John Burke Drive 


Glens Falls, NY 12801 
No plans for Manhunter at this 
point, David. And for the time being, 


first “Personal Files” story, in which 
we'll spotlight a single Squad 
member, will be in #44. 


manic 
Boomer-butt? 

All over the world, Suicide Squad 
fans are slapping their foreheads and 


picion 
Now Murph tamed ft rght back at 
him! I can't say ol” Digger doesn’t 
deserve his fate or that I’m glad to see 
him go, but is he really out of our hair 
this time? The final page was an 
excellent ‘conclusion to the grin hap- 


book history as one of the best sound 
effects in comics. 
Something else that was great to see 
was the appearances of some interna- 
tional characters in this issue. I'm 
glad DCis not confining them only to 
JUSTICE LEAGUE EUROPE. I 
can’t wait to see what's in store forthe 
Wild Huntsman, Stalnoivolk, and 
‘Red Shadows, 


As for the art, I really liked the 
splash page, the close-ups, 


Neil Ahlquist 

1100 Washington Street NE Apt. #2 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

Neil, if you enjoy a more interna- 
tional feds for SUICIDE SQUAD, 
stay tuned. One of our goals in shak- 


bethe same without him. 

Melissa Page 

236 New Salem Loop 

Nortonville, KY 42442 

Captain Boomerang missed three 

whole issues. We hope that wasn’t too 
Jong for you, Melissa. 


Dear John and Gang, 

Well, for all practical purposes, it's 
over. Apokolips is a past event, at 
least for now. Issue #37 cameright out 
and revealed the changes present in 
the Squad. It’s writing like this that 
first compelled me to buy SUICIDE 
SQUAD. As someone studying the 
styles of comics writers, my own opin- 
ion is that John Ostrander is one of 
the finest in the craft. I feel as if these 

characters are my own neighbors or 
acquaintances—just from #37 alone, I 
could see even a little in the minds of 
Waller, Murph, Nightshade, and poor 
John Economos. Give that man a 
yall aeerres vacation in somesunny 


ty ‘thoughts in general concerning 
the Squad: thank you for not killing 
off Vertigo. Here is a man who, 
despite his illness, could become one 
of the most noble characters in the 
storyline. His dispatching of Kanto 
had me wanting to do cartwheels. 

Major Victory could be very 
interesting. For all his pompous air, 
his thoughts during battle on Apoko- 
lips gave me hope for this once-annoy- 
ing character. He is definitely 'an 
asset. 

Qo0, 000 ... pinch me! Ravan versus 
Kobra? This is one battle that hints at 
epic proportions. I've liked Ravan 
since his days with the Jihad. His 
abilities seem limited now, but it has 
been his reason for sacrifices to Kali 
that sparked a new interest. “Staying 
the Kali-Yuga...” This sounds promis- 
ing. 

As much ajerkas he was,I’'malittle 
sorry tosee ol’ Digger Harkness takea 
“deserved” vacation. Maybe some- 
day, we'll get to see him makea hero's 
exit, like Dr, Light. He may have been 
a geek, but his heart was in it at the 
end. Here's to your moment of glory, 
Light. 

Looking to the future, Ihatehaving 
to wait a month for every issue. As I 
seid, John Ostrander is a fantastic 
writer, not to take away from Kim 
Yale. At first, I believed Luke McDon- 
nell to be the only artist forSS.Istand 
corrected. The present team’s style is 
as mysterious as it is animated. This 
moody feel of the recent issues is 
fitting. 

Dod March 
1532 South Mission #1078 
Mount Pleasant, MI 48858 


Hey, Dod, what do you think of the 
rich stuff we're getting from Geof 
Isherwood? 


And, by the way, did you really 
think we would hill off such a great 
character as Count Vertigo? Us? 

Heh, heh. 


Dear Dan, 

In the month between issues 36 and 
37, Ijust happened toreread the entire 
series, and so I feel pretty keyed up for 
commenting on the latest issue. 

First of all, I'd just like to say that 
this is probably my favorite team 
book in the entire comics world. The 
characters are all so exciting, prob- 
ably because none of them are heroes. 
This means that they're not trying to 
be good people, so they can be obnox- 
ious, scary, demented or just about 
any else you want. Without the 
high moral codes that most heroes 
adhere to, they're more like real 
people. And that is why the book isso 
good. I just wish more fans would 
realize that. 

In the separate threads of this 
issue’s tale, why has nooneeven men- 
tioned Briscoe and Sheba? Are you 
Just going to leave them on Apoko- 
lips? I'd still like to believe that 
there was a chance that Briscoe had 
survived. 

On the reorganization of the Squad, 
I'm glad tosee Digger dispatched fora 
while. Don’t get me wrong, he’s my 
favorite character, but if he gets over- 
exposed, the temptation may beto kil! 
him off. Give him a few monthsonthe 
island, then let him come for his 
revenge on the Wall. Whatever youdo, 
don’t leave him out of this mag 
forever. Dr. Light’s presence is still 
being felt—am I to take it that these 
ghosts will become regulars at Belle 
Reve? Shade’s gone. Good, I'm not 
sure I felt he belonged here. I’m look- 
ing forward tothe new series. It’s good 
to see Deadshot back and Poison Ivy 
will be an effective replacement for 
Duchess (but don’t forget how un- 
stable she is. Also there’s a Black 
Orchid connection which could be ex- 
plored). I'm also glad to see Count 
Vertigo survived his trip to Apoko- 
lips. He’s such a rich character that 
it'd-bea shame to see him go. And Isee 
that the Wild Huntsman is in the 
cards as a new member. 

This book has some of the strongest 
human characters in the comics 
world. Economos and Father 
Craemer have both proved them- 
selves in the past, and this issue was 
Murph’s turn to shine. Of course, 
Amanda is one of the best characters 
of the non-super-human variety to be 
created in recent years. I'd like to see 
her repressed feelings for Ben (as 
demonstrated in #30) explored a little 
more. Speaking of the Bronze Tiger, 
I'd have thought that he'd have felt 
more guilt over Flo's death. And what 
about his past with the League of 
Assassins? 


One final point: Though I miss Karl 
Kesel and Luke McDonnell, John and 
Geofs art is getting better each 
month—congrats. 


Rol Hirst 

Rushgrove Farm 

Holt Head, Slaithwaite 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire 
ENGLAND HD7 5TY 

Thank you, Rol. 

Well, you asked for Ben’s past, and 
you got Ben's past. I hope you're 
happy, pal, ‘cause he’s pretty mis- 
erable right now. 


Dear Squad Scribes, 

You've succeeded in cranking out 
another good one; issue #37 was a 
classic. The macabre cover was ex. 
cellent. Kudos to Geof Isherwood. 

The story was what any regular 
reader of the Squad has come to 
expect from Ostrander-Yale. And we 
were treated to a glimpse of two of the 
Squad’s future opponents. The Red 
‘Shadows appear to be the lesser oftwo 
threats because they present a fairly 
straightforward problem, a physical 
confrontation. But the Loa isa differ- 
ent ballgame altogether. As demon- 
Strated in issue #31, they can strike 
from long distances using unfathom- 
able dark magic. How will Deadshot 
kill a zomibie? Bronze Tiger will find 
his martial arts sorely lacking when 
going against unseen forces like 
voodoo. It promises to be an interest: 
ing year—this much I am certain of. 

‘The artis really solid. Issue #36 was 
a bit shaky, but now John and Geof 
seem to beon track again. Will Dr.3be 
doing just breakdowns from now on? 
The art has a different feel when he 
does full pencils, Geof Isherwood’s 
finishes are impeccable, but I would 
also enjoy seeing him try his hand at 


pencilling an issue or two. Any way 
you slice it, you've got a great art 
team 
Even more ominous than the voo- 
doo storyline were the comments of 
Bob Greenberger in this issue's letter- 
col. What is Mr. Raspler planning to 
do to my favorite comic book? Will 
there be a format shift? I sincerely 
hope not. The SUICIDE SQUAD is a 
standard format title; I don’t think i 
will gel as a New or Deluxe format 
book. If there is anything consistent 
about this book, though, it is the fact 
that nothing remains static, so I am 
quite used to change in this title. 
Scott R. Pyle 
allace Hall 
Indiana, PA 15705, 
Well, Amanda and friends made 
short work of The Loain issue #39. For 
the confrontation with Red 
Shadows, stick around till #43. 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 


“The Phoenix Gambit” Part Three 
starts with an assembled Squad, re- 
united after a year, and heading into 
one of the toughest assignments yet. 
The Viatavan Government is not just 
going to roll over, and the Red 
Shadows and Stainoivolk aren't go- 
ing to sit still, either. How will 
Batman and Deadshot affect the 
goings-on? John, Kim, and G ave 
some answers as we start building up 
a head of steam toward our conclu- 
‘sion. See you next month! 

—The Pre-Crisis Dan Raspler 


Be A Hera. 
Save The World. 
EARTH DAY 1990 


For information, write te 


Earth Day 1990 
PO. Box AA 
Stanford University 
California 94305 


